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Ranking of Un

Ranking is the process of positioning items such as individuals,
groups or businesses on a scale in relation to others. A ranking
can be obtained by evaluating each item in the collection in
such a way that any two items can then be compared to see
which should come higher in the ranking. Sometimes it is

possible that two different objects can have the same rankings.

In higher education, college and university rankings are listings
of universities and liberal arts colleges in an order determined
by any combination of factors. Rankings can be based on
subjectively perceived "quality," on some combination of
empirical statistics, or on surveys of educators, scholars,
students, prospective students, or others. Rankings are often
consulted by prospective students and their parents in the
university and college admissions process.

In addition to rankings of institutions, there are also rankings
of specific academic programs, departments, and schools.
Rankings are conducted by magazines and newspapers and
in some instances by academic practitioners.

Rankings may vary significantly from country to country.

A Cornell University study found that the rankings in the United
States significantly affected colleges' applications and
admissions. In the United Kingdom, several newspapers publish
league tables which rank universities.

Benefits of Ranking:

O It can give the student an idea about the status of the
university.

O It will help them to choose the best study destination.

O Comparative analysis of faculty, courses, reseach
options, infrastructure etc can be known.

Disclaimer: This is only a guide and since the information is likely
to change, the student are advised to check the websites given
in the annexure. For use in India, Bhutan and Nepal.




Ranking system may be misleading sometimes...

They can just be used as guide for information...

Different organisations have different methodologies to find
out the rankings of the universities. There are many criteria
in which ranking of any institute or department or any university
is conducted. One can follow various parameters of ranking,
such as teacher—student ratio, number of international students,
placement records, departments, research facilities etc.

So, if we compare the entire criteria of ranking then maybe
we can find one university good in providing business courses,
the same university excellent in providing law courses and
average in engineering courses.

Below are few common probelms with ranking:
Qualitative Vs Quantitative

The quality of an University can not be measured by mere
numbers, the way the quality of students cannot be measured
by scores alone. Therefore, people should be cautious about
any ranking and not merely rely on it.

Type and size of Institutions

Many well-known institutions specializing in humanities and
social sciences are ranked relatively low partly because of
the imbalances in the production of articles among various
subject fields.

The weight of the Size indicator is rather low. Large institutions
have relatively high positions in the ranking. The Ranking Group
is studying the possibility of providing separate rankings with
and without the size indicator. Furthermore, there are difficulties
in defining academic staff and obtaining internationally
comparable data.

Example of mistakes that the International Rankings make
are:

@ |ITs are often listed as one institution when in reality each
of the lITs in India are different with differing specialisation
strengths and differing ranking within India.

® Delhi University figures in top 500 in the THES ranking last
year but it simply cannot be compared to other Universities
due to the different structure. Indian Universities have hundreds
of colleges and each are vastly different in their level and
reputation.

® University of South Australia was included instead of
Flinders University of South Australia in one of the rankings
in top 200 three years ago simply due to similarity in their
names.




wide rankings, including:

Many regional organisations across the globe provide
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Professional Ranking of World Universities

In contrast to of the Academic Ranking of World Universities,
the Professional Ranking of World Universities established in
2007 by the Ecole nationale supérieure des mines de Paris
intends to measure the efficiency of each university on a
professional basis. Its main compilation criterion is the number
of Chief Executive Officers (or number 1 executive equivalent)
among the "500 leading worldwide companies" as measured
by revenue who studied in each university. This is based on
the Fortune Global 500 2006 ranking. The Academic Ranking
of World Universities and the Professional Ranking of World
Universities could be considered as complementary and not
exclusive since the first one measures the ability of the
university to train academically preeminent people while the
second one measures its ahility to economically train
preeminent ones.

The Times Higher Education - QS World University Rankings

The Times Higher Education Supplement, a British publication,
in association with Quacquarelli Symonds, annually publishes
the THES - QS World University Rankings, a list of 500 ranked
universities from around the world. The full list is available on
the QS site. However, when one compares THES - QS ranking
with that of others, one will note that there are many more
non-American universities that populate the upper tier of the
THES ranking. Furthermore, it is to be noted that THES - QS
ranking also faces criticism due to the more subjective nature
of its assessment criteria, which are largely based on a ‘peer
review' system of 3000 academics in various fields.

Academic Ranking of World Universities

The much-publicized Academic Ranking of World Universities
compiled by the Shanghai Jiao Tong University, which was a
large-scale Chinese project to provide independent rankings
of universities around the world primarily to measure the gap
between Chinese and "world class" universities. The results
have often been cited by The Economist magazine in ranking
universities of the world. As with all rankings, there are issues
of methodology, and one of the primary criticisms of the ranking
is its bias towards the natural sciences, over other subjects
and science journals in the Anglosphere. This is evidenced by
the inclusion of criteria such as the volume of articles published
by Science or Nature (both Journals devoted to the natural
sciences published in English), or the number of Nobel




wide rankings, including:
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Prize winners (which are predominantly awarded to the
physical sciences) and Fields Medalists (mathematics). In
addition to the criticism, a 2007 paper from the PEER Reviewed
journal scientometrics finds that the result from the Shanghai
University Rankings are irreproducible.

Newsweek

In August 2006, the Newsweek magazine of US published a
ranking of the Top 100 Global Universities, utilizing selected
criteria from two rankings (Academic Ranking of World
Universities by Shanghai Jiao Tong University and The Times
Higher Education), with the additional criterion of library
holdings (number of volumes). It aimed at 'taking into account
openness and diversity, as well as distinction in research’.

Financial Top 100 (MBA) Ranking

The Financial Times top 100 MBA rankings have just been
published. FT rankings are the only world-wide ranking for
MBA schools available. Once again they are to be just used
as indicators but the schools that figure on them consider the
rankings as an indicator of the acceptance of the institute’s
brand globally. The FT100 2009 rankings are available on
http://www.ft.com/businesseducation and can easily be
downloaded.

Global Reach is proud to note that the following of the GR
represented institutions are included amongst the top 100
MBA institutions as per this ranking:

ISB (Indian School of Business)*

University of NSW’s Australian School of Business (AGSM)
University of Strathclyde Business School

University of Melbourne’s Melbourne Business School
University of California, Berkeley: HAAS*

* Global Reach does not represent the HAAS School of
Business but does represent University of California, Berkeley’s
extension programs where students can study business
specializations at post graduate level. Global Reach only
counsels to non-Indian students on ISB.




Regional and national rankings

The following regional and national rankings are presented
followed by the name of the respective country:

Ranking system in Australia

Any prospective student should be aware that the ratings of
Australian universities might produce a list of what is regarded
as Australian top universities, but this does not mean that
these universities have what the student requires over all
areas of study. Many of the Australian universities have
reputations in various areas that are far better than the
reputations that the ranked or elite level universities have for
those particular areas. Two examples would be RMIT
University's architecture studies and La Trobe University's
nursing studies. There are also many other examples in areas
such as computing, international studies, public relations, and
business. The prospective student must therefore think carefully
about how any university offers exactly what the student wants
instead of just relying on an Australian university ranking
system alone.

There is no official ranking of Australian universities as exists
in some other countries. All universities used to be grouped
in terms of quality but that practice was stopped because the
government believed it placed limitations on the lower ranking
and benefited the top ranking Australian universities. The
Department of Education, Science and Training DEST teaching
performance rankings Australia are not really a ranking of the
universities as they relate to the experience of the students.
The Australian university rankings that do exist are therefore
based on independent evaluations that use different criteria
and approach the task from different perspectives.

There are four main groupings of Australian Universities.

Membership of any of these groups does not in itself signify
anything special about the member universities. There are
universities that are not part of any of these groupings that
have their own set of strengths and foci. Most universities
have international connections that might be more important
to them than any domestic groupings. However, the groupings
do represent universities that have a similar style and focus
and the formation of these groups will most likely accentuate
these similarities.
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Group of Eight (go8)

The Group of Eight (go8) markets itself as the group of
‘Australia’s Leading Universities'. They support this claim by
referring to statistics relating to variables such as research
outputs, industry links, graduate outcomes, and the
competency of their academic staff. The member universities
in Go8 are:

The University of Adelaide

The Australian National University
The University of Melbourne
Monash University

The University of New South Wales
The University of Queensland

The University of Sydney

The University of Western Australia

Each of these member universities is well regarded in a
number of different areas and together they form a powerful
bloc. There have been discussions about some formal
recognition of the status of this group in ways such as
increased government support or from the group itself
developing its own standards framework. Nothing has come
of these discussions yet, although it is likely that something
will emerge as the competition in the higher education sector
becomes more intense. Check the link http://www.go8.edu.au/.

OoooooOoooao

Australian Technology Network (ATN)

The Australian Technology Network (ATN) is a coalition of
five Australian universities that share a common focus on the
practical application of tertiary studies and research. The
network claims they have a special strength in the way each
of the member universities is focused on producing practical
outcomes through their academic activity. The resultis
graduates and research that is closely aligned to the needs
of industry and the wider society. The member universities of
this network are:

Curtin University of Technology

University of South Australia

RMIT University

University of Technology Sydney

Queensland University of Technology

These universities share a common background in the way

Oooooano
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they distinguished themselves as technical colleges before

becoming accredited universities. It is from this background
that the universities have been able to develop a framework
of flexibility and innovation that continues to deliver practical
results. Go to the link http://www.atn.edu.au/.

Innovative Research Universities Australia (IRU)

Innovative Research Universities Australia (IRU Australia) is
a group of six universities that share a common mode of
operation and who believe that by coming together they will
be better able to deliver value to their stakeholders. Most
importantly, the group believes that they will be able to establish
research concentrations and investment across the
universities. There will also be opportunities to benchmark
against each other along with collaborating in professional
development initiatives, e-learning and new information and
communications technology, income generation, and industrial
issues. The member universities of IRU Australia are:

Flinders University
Griffith University

La Trobe University
Macquarie University
Murdoch University
University of Newcastle

These six universities share a common background having
been founded in the 1960s and 1970s as research universities
and itis estimated that collectively they have about 15 percent
of total university enrolments in Australia. Each of the
universities has developed highly regarded areas of
specialization and the formation of the group will result in all
the member universities becoming stronger. For more
information visit the link http://www.irua.edu.au/.

Ooooooao

New Generation Universities (NGU)

In broad terms membership of the New Generation Universities
(NGU) grouping is limited to institutions that have received
university accreditation since 1970. However, NGU members
also share a number of features including a flexible and
dynamic program offering and an ability to operate in response
to and in close cooperation with community, business and
government.
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The member universities of the NGU (New Generation
Universities) grouping are:

Australian Catholic University
Central Queensland University
Edith Cowan University

Southern Cross University

Victoria University

University of Ballarat

University of Canberra

University of Southern Queensland
University of the Sunshine Coast
University of Western Sydney

NGU members have a distinctive approach to university
operations in the way this is based on the interactions of
learning, teaching, research, and community engagement.

Useful link- http://www.australian-universities.com/rankings/

Ranking system in New Zealand

New Zealand universities get top ranking each year. No
wonder: They are excellent in education tradition and equipped
with technology to help local as well as international students
to be successful in a global environment.

There are 8 state-funded universities in New Zealand:
The University of Auckland

Massey University

Auckland University of Technology

The University of Otago

University of Canterbury

Vicotria University of Wellington

Lincoln University

The University of Waikato

All 8 universities in New Zealand offer the full range of
internationally recognized university qualifications, from
bachelor degrees through to master and doctoral programme.
In general, each university has its own specific point system.
Each course is associated with a set of points which is
equivalent to the workload of the course. The students have
to obtain sufficient points to be granted a degree. Many of
these universities are considered in world top 200 universities
as per the times ranking.

OoOoOoOoOOoOO0ooOooano
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Ranking system in UK

HESA (Higher Education Statistics Agency) oversees three
yearly statistical returns (Financial, Student and Staff) which
must be compiled by every HEI (Higher Education Institution)
in the UK. These are then disseminated into usable statistics
which make up a major part of the HE ranking e.g. Student
Staff Ratio, Number of Academic Staff with Doctorates, Money
spent on Student Service etc.

The Research Assessment Exercises (RAE) are attempts by
the UK government to evaluate the quality of research
undertaken by British Universities. Each subject, called a unit
of assessment is given a ranking by a peer review panel. The
rankings are used in the allocation of funding each university
receives from the government. The last assessment was made
in 2008. The RAE provides quality ratings for research across
all disciplines. Panels use a standard scale to award a rating
for each submission. Ratings range from 1 to 5%, according to
how much of the work is judged to reach national or
international levels of excellence. Higher education institutions
(HEIs) which take part receive grants from one of the four
higher education funding bodies in England, Scotland, Wales
and Northern Ireland. The Research Assessment Exercise
(RAE) is an exercise undertaken approximately every 5 years
on behalf of the four UK funding councils (HEFCE, SHEFC,
HEFCW, DELNI ) to evaluate the quality of research undertaken
by British higher education institutions. Previous RAEs took
place in 1986, 1989, 1992, 1996, 2001 & 2008.

Standards of undergraduate teaching are assessed by the
Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA), an
independent body established by the UK's universities and
other higher education institutions in 1997. The QAA was under
contract to the Higher Education Funding Council for England
to assess quality for universities in England in a system of
subject review. This replaced a previous system of Teaching
Quality Assessments (TQAs) which aimed to assess the
administrative, policy and procedural framework within which
teaching took place did directly assess teaching quality. As
this system of universal inspection was hugely burdensome,
it was replaced by a system of information provision, one part
of which is a national student survey which has been run
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three times, and publishes scores which have been used by
the league table industry. The rankings have had to create
artificial differences, however, as students are generally very
satisfied.

The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA)
was established in 1997 to provide an integrated quality
assurance service for United Kingdom higher education.
The main activities of the QAA are to ensure the quality of
education delivered in UK Universities and other institutions
of Higher Education. This is done at an institutional level,
using periodic reviews. These reviews involve the production
of self-evaluation documents by the institutions, and audit
visits of the institution by QAA auditors.

One can refer to the guide to UK education available at all
the Global Reach offices and also at the British Council offices.

Ranking system in USA

U.S. News & World Report College and University rankings

The best-known American college and university rankings
have been compiled since 1983 by the magazine U.S. News &
World Report and are based upon data which U.S. News
collects from each educational institution either from an annual
survey sent to each school or from the school's website. It is
also based upon opinion surveys of university faculty and
administrators who do not belong to the school. The college
rankings were not published in 1984, but were published in all
years since. The precise methodology used by the U.S. News
rankings has changed many times, and the data are not all
available to the public, so peer review of the rankings is limited.
As a result, many other rankings arose and seriously challenged
the result and methodology of US News's ranking, as shown
in other rankings of US universities section below

The U.S. News rankings, unlike some other such lists, create
a strict hierarchy of colleges and universities in their "top tier,".
Rather than ranking only groups or "tiers” of schools; the
individual schools' order changes significantly every year the
rankings are published. The most important factors in the
rankings are:

* Peer assessment: a survey of the institution's reputation among
presidents, provosts, and deans of admission of other institutions
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¢ Retention: six-year graduation rate and first-year student retention rate

¢ Student selectivity: standardized test scores of admitted students,
proportion of admitted students in upper percentiles of their high-school
class, and proportion of applicants accepted

* Faculty resources: average class size, faculty salary, faculty
degree level, student-faculty ratio and proportion of full- time faculty

e Financial resources: per-student spending

e Graduation rate performance: difference between expected and
actual graduation rate

e Alumni giving rate

All these factors are combined according to statistical weights

determined by U.S. News. The weighting is often changed by

U.S. News from year to year, and is not empirically determined

(the National Opinion Research Center methodology review

said that these weights "lack any defensible empirical or

theoretical basis").

Faculty Scholarly Productivity rankings

The Faculty Scholarly Productivity Index by Academic Analytics
ranks universities based on faculty publications, citations,
research grants and awards. A total of 354 institutions are
studied.

The Top American Research Universities

Aresearch ranking of American universities is researched and
published in the Top American Research Universities by
University of Florida TheCenter. The list has been published
since 2000. The measurement used in this report is based on
data such as research publications, citations, recognitions
and funding. The information used can be found in public-
accessible materials, reducing the possibility of manipulation.
The research method is consistent from year to year and any
changes are explained in the publication itself. References
from other studies are cited.

Vanguard College Rankings of research-doctorate universities

The Vanguard College Rankings are a profile of the top colleges
and universities in the United States. These rankings apply
data compiled by the National Research Council (NRC). Because
the NRC studies attempt to depict "scholarly quality of program
faculty" in American universities, the Vanguard Rankings include
institutional qualities such as faculty research achievements,
faculty citation patterns, and reputation by field.
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Washington Monthly College rankings

The Washington Monthly's "College Rankings" began as a
research reportin 2005 and introduced its first official rankings
in the September 2006 issue. It offers American university and
college rankings based upon the following criteria:

a. “how well it performs as an engine of social mobility
(ideally helping the poor to get rich rather than the
very rich to get very, very rich)".

b. “how well it does in fostering scientific and
humanistic research”.

c. "how well it promotes an ethic of service to country”.
Other rankings of US universities

Other organizations which compile general US annual college
and university rankings include the Fiske Guide to Colleges,
Princeton Review, and College Prowler. Many specialized
rankings are available in guidebooks for undergraduate and
graduate students, dealing with individual student interests,
fields of study, and other concerns such as geographical
location, financial aid, and affordability.

One commercial ranking service is Top Tier Educational
Services. Student centered criterion are used and despite the
two year completely updated study, the rankings are updated
every quarter from new input data. The criterion uses
subjective data, such as peer assessment, desirability, and
objective data, such as SAT, GPA.

Such new rankings schemes measures what decision makers
think as opposed to why. They may or may not augment these
statistics for reputation with hard, qualitative information. The
authors discuss their rankings system and methodology with
students but do not share their specific research tools or
formulas. Again, the problem with such a ranking that uses
subjective opinions is that it is very prone to personal bias,
prejudice and bounded rationality. Also, public universities
will be penalized because besides an academic mission, they
have a social mission. They simply cannot charge as much
money, or be as selective, as private universities. Also, the
fact that the ranking service is a commercial company raises
the question whether there are any hidden business motives
behind its rankings.
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Ranking system in Singapore

Ranking of Public Schools

The ministry of education has made changes to broaden the
school ranking system, so as to encourage them to deliver all
round education. School Achievement table will have the
following information (ranking parameters and their
performance):

O Academic Value Added O Character Development
O Physical and Aesthetics

This revised ranking system encourages schools to deliver a
holistic education and broad range of experience to their
students. One can visit
http://www.moe.gov.sg/press/2004/pr20040317a.htm for more
information.

Singapore has four public university namely

O Nanyang Technological University (NTU)

O National University Singapore (NUS)

O Singapore Management University (SMU)

O Singapore Institute of Management (UniSIM)

Students can find some of these universities in times ranking
list. Privately funded universities which has an international
campus in Singapore does not have any official ranking in

Academic Ranking of World Universities (Shanghai)- http://ed.sjtu.edu.cn/ranking.htm :

Macleans - http://www.macleans.ca/education/rankings.jsp

Times Higher Education Supplement - http://www.thes.co.uk/

Information on various universities - www.topuniversities.com/

UK university Guide - http://www.universities.co.uk/, http://www.hero.ac.uk/

Webometrics Ranking of World Universities, 2009 - http://www.webometrics.info/

Good University Guide - http://www.thegooduniversityguide.org.uk/

Guardian Newspaper Uk University Ranking - http:/education.guardian.co.uk/

Article published on “Academic Ranking of World Universities — Methodologies and

Ranking of Thiland Universities according to web popularity - http://www.4icu.org/th/ 3
Problems” by N. C. Liu &Y. Cheng 3

Materials of this leaflet have been extracted from various sources and the relevant
_websites can be checked for further information. K
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Head Office (Kolkata): Salt Lake (Kolkata):

Unit 7W, The Millennium, 235/2A

D-205, City Centre, Sector-1

AJC Bose Rd., Kolkata 700 020, India Salt Lake, Kolkata-700 064, India

Ph: (+91-33) 22835537, 30532020/21 Ph.: (+91-33) 23584093, 40063166

Email: minm@globalreachonline.com Email: slk@globalreachonline.com
Ahmedabad: Baroda

2, Malti Appt., Vijay Crossroads 203, 2nd Floor, SilverLine Complex

Fire Station Road, Memnagar Beside World Trade Center
Ahmedabad-380 009, India Sayajigunj, Baroda-390005

Ph: (+91-79) 65456595, 65216595 Ph: (+91-265) 6643444, 6641555

Email: amd@globalreachonline.com Email: baroda@globalreachonline.com
Bhubaneswar: Chennai

5th Floor, Metro House, Vani Vihar Square |  Level 3, #33, Josier St. Nungambakkam
Bhubaneswar-751 007, India Chennai-600034, India

Ph: (+91-674) 3295477, 2543797 Ph: (+91-44) 2822 5581/6317, 2823 8788
Email: bbsr@globalreachonline.com Email: chennai@globalreachonline.com
Guwabhati : Hyderabad:

5th Floor, Peace Enclave 724, City Mart 1st Floor, VV Mansion

Building, Ulubari Chariali, G.S. Rd. Opp. Amrutha Mall Somajiguda Circle,
Guwahati - 781007, India Hyderabad-500 082, India

Tel: (+91-361) 2734677, 2134627

Ph: (+91-40) 66627755, 66628822

Email: guwahati@globalreachonline.com Email: hyd@globalreachonline.com
New Delhi: Patna:

319, Ansal Chambers -Il, 6, Bhikaji Pustak Bhandar Compound

Cama Place, New Delhi-110 066, India Govind Mitra Road, Patna-800 004, India
Ph.: (+91-11) 26186415, 26186416 Ph: (+91-612) 2301536, 2301758

Email: delhi@globalreachonline.com Email: patna@globalreachonline.com

Kathmandu, Nepal: Pokhara, Nepal
GES Put. Ltd., ISUZU Building Hospital Line
Opp. Kathmandu Plaza, Kamladi near Om Nursing Home
Kathmandu, Nepal Mahendra Pool, Pokhara, Nepal
Tel: (+977-1) 4439968, 4444081 Tel: (+61) 532416 i
Email: ktm@globalreachonline.com Email: pokhara@globalreachonline.com
Sydney, Australia: Thimphu, Bhutan:
Global Reach (Aus) Pty Ltd S D Plaza, 2nd Floor
56 Station St. Parramatta Opposite RICB Building
NSW-2150, Sydney, Australia Norzin Lam, Thimphu, Bhutan
Ph: (+61) 1300 847 246, (+61-2) 96879733 Ph: (+975) 334362
Email: sydney@globalreach.net.au Email: thimphu@globalreachonline.com
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